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The Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 
October 28, 2018 

 
In the name of Jesus, God-with-us, welcome to Our Savior’s Lutheran!  Today, 
Jesus’ promise of the Counselor from heaven gathers our hearts and resounds 
our praise s we worship him for the peace he has fully and freely given us. 

 
Whether this is your first time with us or Our Savior’s is your 
church home, welcome to worship!  If you have questions or 
needs, feel free to ask us; we’ll do our best to help where we can.  

If we can serve your spiritual needs past today, please fill out our guest book in 
the foyer or speak with one of our pastors to let us know how.  Above all, know 
we consider having you here a blessing & we’d love to serve your spiritual needs! 
 
To adore the God of Order in a fitting and orderly way (I Corinthians 14:33, 40), our 
service path is printed in this booklet.  Today, we ponder the Light of the World 
(John 8:12) who chooses to use us as his, “witnesses . . . to the ends of the world” 
(Acts 1:8), and consider the service theme: 
 

Beholding Light → Being Light 

 

 

Portions of today’s worship are reprinted with permission from Christian Worship: 

A Lutheran Hymnal & Christian Worship Supplement under OneLicense.net #A-727237 

 

  Opening Song : Rise, Shine, You People (white-page hymnal, 556, vv. 1, 3, 4)  

With a thrilling voice and an eager tone, this hymn summons the praise of the One who calls us to be his 

witnesses in the world.  The Light of Life – Jesus! – lives and reigns and, with glad hearts, we behold that Light! 

 

 

Rise, shine, you people!  Christ the Lord has entered   

     Our human story; God in him is centered. 

He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded, 

     With grace unbounded. 
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Come, celebrate, your banners high unfurling, 

     Your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling. 

To all the world go out and tell the story 

     Of Jesus’ glory. 
 
 

Tell how the Father sent his Son to save us. 

     Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us. 

Tell how the Spirit calls from ev’ry nation 

     His new creation. 
 
 

  The Greeting and Invocation  

Jesus promises that where two or three come together in his name, there he is with his presence to bless and be with 

them (Mt. 18:20); that’s why we call on (“invoke”) his name and magnify the praise of the One, true God. 

 

Minister : In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit 

 

All : Amen. 

 
 

  A Confession of our Sins  

God’s grace allows us to directly approach him for forgiveness.  This portion of our worship service reminds us of 

our sinful condition, realizes that we’ve fallen short of God’s demands, and focuses us on our need for a Savior. 

 

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as  

his dear children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and  

punishment.  Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless 

ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.  

But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 

unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
 

 

A moment of silence to recognize our own, individual sins and our deep need for forgiveness. 
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  Our Lord’s Absolution  

For the sake of the Son, the Father has forgiven all our sins!  It’s the pastor’s joy to proclaim and assure you that 

you have been set free (“absolved” or “acquitted”) from all of your sins and from all of your guilt. 

 

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and 

innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever.  You 

are his own dear child.  May God give you strength to live according to his will. 
 
 

See how he sends the power’s of evil reeling; 

     He brings us freedom, light and life and healing. 

All men and women, who by guilt are driven, 

     Now are forgiven. 
 
 

  Our Prayer in the Joy of Forgiveness  

This confident petition, known as the Prayer of the Day, rejoices in our good and gracious King and in all that 

he has so wondrously done as it pulls our hearts and minds to his throne of grace and asks for his blessing. 

 

Gracious God, all that we have comes from you: our bodies and minds, our 

strengths and intelligences, our time and abilities, our energy and possessions; rid us 

of our selfishness, and fill us with the zeal to keep you first in our lives.  Guard us 

from the temptation to use what you’ve given only for our personal benefit.  In the 

joy of your Spirit, make us willing to use all we have in joyful service to you and to 

your people.  In Jesus’ name we pray:  

 

Amen!  

 

 

  A Reading from Acts 13:38-49  (this translation is the NIV84)  

Paul and Barnabas are both quick and confident to proclaim the forgiving grace of our Savior.  Their message is 

met with rejection by many but also a Spirit-instilled joy to be lights of the Gospel for the nations of the world.  
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 “Therefore, my brothers, I want you to know that 

through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed  

to you. 39 Through him everyone who believes is 

justified from everything you could not be justified 

from by the law of Moses. 40 Take care that what the 

prophets have said does not happen to you: 
41 “‘Look, you scoffers, wonder and perish, for I am going  

to do something in your days that you would never  

believe, even if someone told you (Habakkuk 1:5).’” 

   42 As Paul and Barnabas were leaving the synagogue,  

the people invited them to speak further about these things on the next Sabbath. 
43 When the congregation was dismissed, many of the Jews and devout converts 

to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who talked with them and urged them to 

continue in the grace of God. 

   44 On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word 

of the Lord. 45 When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and 

talked abusively against what Paul was saying. 

   46 Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak the word 

of God to you first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of 

eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles. 47 For this is what the Lord has 

commanded us:  

“‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, 

that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth (Isaiah 49:6).’” 

   48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the 

Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life believed. 

   49 The word of the Lord spread through the whole region.  

 

This is God’s Word. 

 

 

  Sung Response : Good News of God Above (white-page hymnal, 568)  

This stunning text and excited tune combine to give thanks for the God who so loved the world that he gave us 

his Son.  With that message clear, the Divine directive to proclaim the Good News of our God is thrilling! 

The account is 

simple, yet rich!  

Identify the: 
 

➢ completed 

objective of 

Jesus’ mission  
 

➢ continued 

objective of 

our mission 

P
o

in
t 

to
 P

o
n

d
e
r:
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Good news of God above 

     Is ours to tell abroad, 

The Father’s everlasting love 

     In Christ the risen Lord. 

For neighbors near and far 

     The seed of life is sown; 

Then spread the seed 

     By word and deed 

To make the Savior known. 

 
 
 

The love of Christ proclaim 

     Who left his home on high; 

To live our human life he came, 

     Our human death to die. 

The Father’s only Son 

     Became the sinner’s friend, 

Our lot to share, 

     Our sin to bear, 

And death’s dominion end. 

 
 
 
The Lord of Glory lives! 

     From cross and death and grave 

His own abundant life he gives 

     To those he died to save. 

His righteousness and peace 

     Declare from sea to sea; 

His praises sound 

     The world around 

For Christ has made us free. 
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Hear now the Master’s word 

     To those who bear his name: 

“So send I you; till all have heard, 

     Make known, declare, proclaim!” 

Go forth in all the earth; 

     Embrace the path he trod 

With Christ beside 

     As friend and guide 

To bring good news of God! 

 

 

  A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 5:13-16 (this translation is the NIV84)  

Jesus “calls and calls us each day to live not only wrapped in the blanket of his abiding mercy and pardon; he 

calls us as well to live at home, at work, at play reflecting and radiating his love, his grace, his pardon” (On 

Giving Advice to God, Vol. 2, Pg. 199). 

 

   “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses  

its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no 

longer good for anything, except to be thrown out  

and trampled by men. 

   14 “You are the light of the world. A city on a  

hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a  

lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it  

on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the  

house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine  

before men, that they may see your good  

deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 

   

This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

 

In our lives as 

God’s grace-

knowers and 

grace-reflectors, 

no light is too 

dim to bring 

him glory.   

What’s that 

mean for our 

daily lives? 

P
o

in
t 

to
 P

o
n

d
e
r:
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  Statement of Faith: The 3rd Article of the Apostles’ Creed & an Explanation 

This statement of faith (“creed”) acknowledges the work of the third Person of the Trinity – the Holy Spirit.  As 

it does, it both worships him as God and rejoices in what he, as God, works on hearts through the Gospel. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian church, the communion of 

saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 

everlasting.  Amen. 

 

What does this mean? 

 

I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in Jesus 

Christ, my Lord, or come to him. 

 

But the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel, enlightened me with his 

gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.  In the same way he calls, 

gathers, enlightens and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, 

and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 

 

In this Christian church he daily and fully forgives all sins to me and all 

believers.   

 

On the Last Day he will raise me and all the dead and give eternal life to 

me and all believers in Christ.   

 

This is most certainly true.  
 

 

 

  Sung Response : Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings 

Similar to the melody of Son of God, Eternal Savior, this confident hymn connects hearts to the blessing of 

stewardship.  Recognizing that all we have is a gift from above, we eagerly use all we have to the glory of his Name! 
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Gracious God, You send great blessings 

     New each morning all our days. 

For your mercies never ending, 

     For your love we offer praise. 

Lord, we pray that we, your people 

     Who your gifts unnumbered claim, 

Through the sharing of your blessings 

     May bring glory to your name. 

 

 

By your Word you formed creation 

     Fill with creatures large and smalll; 

As we tend that endless treasure 

     May our care encircle all. 

Lord, we pray that we, your people 

     Who your gifts unnumbered claim, 

Through the sharing of your blessings 

     May bring glory to your name. 

 

 

In his earthly life, our Savior 

     Knew the care of faithful friends; 

May our deeds of dedication 

     Offer love that never ends. 

Lord, we pray that we, your people 

     Who your gifts unnumbered claim, 

Through the sharing of your blessings 

     May bring glory to your name. 

 

 

Heav’nly Father, may our caring 

     Bear the imprint of your grace; 

With the Son and Holy Spirit, 
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     Praise be yours in ev’ry place! 

Lord, we pray that we, your people 

     Who your gifts unnumbered claim, 

Through the sharing of your blessings 

     May bring glory to your name. 

 

 

   A Sermon founded on Psalm 112 

It truly is a marvelous gift of grace, one that rightly warrants the statement of faith “Praise the LORD.”  God, in 

his love, gives us so much – more than needed!  And we get to use all of it to make his praise and glory known. 

   

   Praise the LORD.  

   Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, who finds great delight in his commands. 

   2 His children will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be 

blessed. 

   3 Wealth and riches are in his house, and his righteousness endures forever. 

   4 Even in darkness light dawns for the upright, for the gracious and 

compassionate and righteous man. 

   5 Good will come to him who is generous and lends freely, who conducts his 

affairs with justice. 

   6 Surely he will never be shaken; a righteous man will be remembered forever.  
7 He will have no fear of bad news; his heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD.  
8 His heart is secure, he will have no fear; in the end he will look in triumph on 

his foes. 

   9 He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor, his righteousness endures 

forever; his horn will be lifted high in honor. 

   10 The wicked man will see and be vexed, he will gnash his teeth and waste 

away; the longings of the wicked will come to nothing. 

 

HAPPINESS : HEARTS ENGAGED 
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  The Offering 

Concerning the offering, the Lord says “each one should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly 

or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (II Cor. 9:7); if you’re blessed to support the ministry of Our 

Savior’s with an offering – thank you!  As we carry on our Lord’s work, whether the gospel moves your heart to 

offer a prayer, a gift, or an encouragement, please do know we appreciate you for it! 

 

 

     Our Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 

This prayer summarizes the needs and thanksgivings we’ve considered so far, approaches Heaven’s Throne on 

behalf of those connected to our hearts and concludes with the prayer our Savior taught. 

 

Eternal God and Father, thank you for the blessings we share as members of your 

holy Church, for your gracious Word and Sacraments, for opportunities to worship 

and to grow in faith and knowledge, for occasions to serve and be served, for 

fellowship with believers in our congregation and in our synod. 

 

Help us to rejoice in these blessings, dear Lord, and to use them faithfully. 

 

Jesus Christ, Lord of the Church, you give grace to your people by calling us to be 

your witnesses in the world.  Open our eyes to see the great and noble mission that 

lies before us.  In the hurting eyes of the lonely, in the pained eyes of the sick, and 

in the searching eyes of the lost, help us to see your face, O Jesus, and to serve 

others as we would serve you. 

 

Awaken us to the opportunities you give to proclaim your message of love. 

 

Holy Spirit, Giver of Life, through Word and Sacrament bestow on us the wisdom 

and power we need to witness clearly and to act boldly.  Help us to speak the truth 

in love, to give the reason for the hope we have, and to conduct ourselves with 

gentleness and respect. 

 

Set our hearts on fire as we work and witness for Christ.  
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A moment to offer today’s prayer requests & a moment of silence to offer our own, private prayers. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power  and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Wherever your Word is proclaimed, O Lord, grant it success.  Let your kingdom 

come to us and others, so that we and many more might join the assembly of saints 

and angels to sing your praise forever. 

 

Savior of all, hear our prayer and help us in our mission.  Amen! 

 

 

  Concluding Exhortation and Encouragement  

These snippets of Scripture find their way into our service in a format that seeks to encourage all of us and each of 

us in our daily lives as God’s people.  Even as we leave here, we get to remember who we are because of Jesus! 

 

You are the salt of the earth; You are the light of the world.  Let your light shine 

before men, that they may see your good deeds, 

 

And praise your Father in heaven (Matthew 5:13-16). 

 

As we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

 

Especially to those who belong to the family of believers (Galatians 6:10). 

 

Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

 

Giving thanks to God the Father through him (Colossians 3:17).  
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  The Blessing and Benediction 

Where the LORD’s name is, there his blessing also is.  Again aware of his goodness, his gifts, and his grace to us, 

our service concludes with God’s promise to be with us, to bless us, to keep us, and to give us peace (Numbers 6). 

 

Sisters and brothers, go in peace; live in harmony with one another; serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

 

The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look on you with favor (†) and give you peace. 

 

Amen! 

 

 

  Final Song : Hark! The Voice of Jesus Crying (white-page hymnal, 573) 

In culmination of the good news we’ve celebrated today, this hymn takes to heart and puts to task the mighty call 

we’ve been given to be lights in this dark world – and it does so reminding us that we have many ways to shine! 

 

 

Hark!  The Voice of Jesus crying, 

     “Who will go and work today? 

Fields are ripe and harvests waiting; 

     Who will bear the sheaves away?” 

Loud and long the Master calleth; 

     Rich reward he offers thee. 

Who will answer, gladly saying, 

     “Here am I – send me, send me?” 

 

 

If you cannot speak like angels, 

     If you cannot preach like Paul, 

You can tell the love of Jesus; 
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     You can say he died for all. 

If you cannot rouse the wicked 

     With the Judgment’s dread alarms, 

You can lead the little children 

     To the Savior’s waiting arms. 

 

 

If you cannot be a watchman, 

     Standing high on Zion’s wall, 

Pointing out the path to heaven, 

     Off’ring life and peace to all, 

With your prayers and with your off’rings 

     You can do what God demands; 

You can be like faithful Aaron, 

     Holding up the prophet’s hands. 

 

 

Let none hear you idly saying, 

     “There is nothing I can do,” 

While the multitudes are dying,  

     And the Master calls for you. 

Take the task he gives you gladly; 

     Let his work your pleasure be. 

Answer quickly when he calleth, 

     “Here am I – send me, send me!” 
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This Week for Our Savior’s Lutheran: 
Today (10/28): 

9:15a – Luther Movie Bible Class 

 

Wednesday (10/31): Reformation Day! 

10:00a – Dealin’ Bible Class (topic: Temptation & Addiction) 

 

Saturday (11/3): 

9:30a – Workday at Our Savior’s 

 

Sunday (11/4): please remember to invite others 

8:00a – Worship (musician: _?_?_?_) 

9:15a – Luther Movie Bible Class 

3:00p – Area Congregation Reformation Service  

               (at Bethlehem Lutheran on Wadsworth) 

 

 

 

Notes for the Next Weeks: 
October. Over.  November.  Near.  All good; all gracious!  Still, even as our calendars get settled 

into a new month, let’s please remember the following activities in which we get to engage: 

 

• Opportunity to rejoice in God’s grace and peace (every day) 

• Opportunity to worship with our family of believers (every Sunday) 

• Opportunity to invite others to learn more about Jesus (every Sunday) 

• Opportunity to celebrate life with one another (Senior Birthday party - 11/15) 

• Opportunity to meet/serve our community (Kids’ ministry - 11/10 & 11/24)  

• Opportunity to give Thanks via a TG Eve service (21st at Our Savior’s) 

 

Next Week’s Service Theme: 
His Word. Our Rescue. 

 

Next Week’s Scripture Readings (the likely sermon lesson): 

Daniel 3:16-28     †     Revelation 14:6, 7     †     Mark 13:5-11     †     Psalm 46 


