
Text: Hebrews 9:24-28 (End Times 2 [Last Judgment], Series B, November 11, 2018) 

Theme: Once.  For All.  For Us! 

 

Virtue (basic truth): Christ’s once-for-all sacrifice is declared both for us and to us! 

 

Malady (our problem): Sinners despair, wrongly, in the finality of God’s judgment. 

 

Telic Note (goal): By means of this sermon, the Spirit of Grace strikes hearts with the sure joy of 

knowing that, Christ in his grace and by his sacrifice has declared us innocent! 

 

Propositional Statement (aim): Judgment is always a hard reality; usually because we tend to 

emphasize on the negative side.  But judgment always has a possible verdict of: innocent.  

And, in Christ, God has declared us just that!  Once.  For all.  For us!  So we rejoice!   

 

Specific Law in Text: “just as man is destined to die once” (Hebrews 9:27 – wages of sin) 

 

Specific Gospel in Text: “Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many” (Heb. 9:28). 

 

Doctrinal Thought: Christ one-time sacrifice is sufficient to forgive all sins ever. 

 

Sanctification Thought: “Savior, in the majesty of your grace, you bore the sins of the world.  

With that same heart of love, you have declared me – even me! – innocent before you!  

Friend, thank you!  Let me live today and every day in the sure confidence and pure joy 

that, because of you, I am forgiven and right with God.  Keep me heart happy in that 

reality until the Day I see you for myself in heaven.  In your name I pray.  Amen!” 

 

 

 

Hebrews 9:24-28 

   For Christ did not enter a manmade sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; he entered 

heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence. 25 Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself 

again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is not 

his own. 26 Then Christ would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the world. But 

now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of 

himself. 27 Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 28 so Christ was 

sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear 

sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him. 



“The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all 

things by his powerful word” (Hebrews 1:3); in majestic grace, he loves us.  Alleluia and Amen! 

 

I’ve never heard a hesitant gavel.  Granted, I’ve only been in a dozen or so real-life courtrooms, 

and most of my experience is televised.  Even still, I’ve never heard a hesitant gavel.  In fact, it’d 

be absurd to assume the voice of a judge, who holds the authority of the courts, is anything but 

certain in that setting.   Hesitancy doesn’t even fit that situation!  “I’m 40% sure he’s guilty.” 

“Innocent . . . hopefully?”  “Acquitted . . . I think, but let’s see how things shake out.”  

 

No way!  From the voice of authority in a courtroom setting, confidence and conviction is clear.  

Has to be!  That’s why judges have the gavel!  Guilt.  Innocent.  Gavel falls.  Case closed. 

 

At least in part, I think that’s why our world hesitates to even converse on death.  But, ironically, 

death is not hesitant; like the judge’s gavel, it’s confident and declarative.  It echoes, rightly, with 

a finality so many are unsure of, sadly.  The world gets it: everyone will die.  Once.  For sure.  It 

will happen.  And, maybe, that’s why we skirt the issue, go mute when it comes up in a 

conversation, and try to balance its reality with a list of good intentions.  And, when it’s packed 

with that much unsureness and uneasiness, it’s no wonder plagued consciences are bothered, and 

then connect it to judgment; my goodness, no wonder we sit in relative uneasiness about it!    

 

I wonder, too, if that’s why we never have an evangelism push in connection to Last Judgment 

Sunday.  Who in the world and who in their right mind would celebrate this?!  It’s already too 

heavy a concept.  Christians are already judged for being “too judgy;” and pastors are ignored for 

preaching “too much judgment.”  Why tag an entire day for it and ruminate on a doctrine that 

seems so bleak and gloomy? 

 

Answer: because this is not that; it’s not bleak or gloomy.  Especially when we realize judgment 

always has two possible outcomes; and, on a celebration like today, God’s sure Voice of saving 

grace is final and 100% confident.  There is no hesitation in his gavel!  So sadly, so many hearts 

scurry and scatter at that truth; and try to ignore the inevitable reality.  And, if all we know is our 

sin and that we will die, I totally understand why! Who would sit in that uneasiness?!  

 

But, what if the delcaration of God’s judgment isn’t meant for our consternation, but for our 

confidence?  And what if talk of his judgment isn’t intended to pull a spiritual scab of guilt 

because you know what you deserve; what if it’s intended to let our weary hearts rejoice in what 

the righteous God.  What if a teaching so many see as the Law which strikes fear, is actually a 

gospel gem of radiant comfort?  And what if, in a single act without any gavel hesitation, God 

made his judgment known and sure once, for all, for us?! 

 

If he did, we’d celebrate.  And he has, so let’s!  Here’s the truth that leads us in that confidence: 



 

“For Christ did not enter a manmade sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; he entered  

heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence. 25 Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself  

again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is 

not his own. 26 Then Christ would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the world. 

But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice 

of himself. 27 Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 28 so Christ was 

sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to 

bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him” (Hebrews 9:24-28). 

 

Before we pick apart those words in a godly way, have to wade into the Old Testament sacrificial 

system.  So help me with it: concerning that whole set-up, what do you remember?  Constant.  

Bloody.  That’s not a wrong impression; in fact, that’s usually the reason people give for 

thinking the Bible is all about an angry God who backs blood and killing of innocent animals. 

 

Absolutely he is.  But he never commanded killing for killing sake.  Every bloody sacrifice 

emphasized just how serious and righteous he is as God.  He is perfect and demands perfection.  

He is holy and demands holiness.  He is just and demands justices.  In fact, to be a loving God, 

he has to!  The Old Testament sacrifice system was a vivid image of righteousness and a path to 

reconciliation, of firmness with the promise of forgiveness.  “God is serious about sin.  Through 

the shedding of blood, God will forgive sin.”  Those statements don’t disagree!  Substitutionary 

love, he’d permit an animal will take the place of the person; a victim to pay the price needed to 

restore harmony!  That’s stunning grace and a heart of just love! 

 

But “not all the blood of beasts, on Israel’s altar slain, could [truly] give the guilty conscience 

peace or wash away the stain” (CW 128).  So, while sacrifices were important and needed, they 

were also imperfect; they didn’t carry the finality judgment.  That’s why lambs were sacrificed 

every day on Israel’s altar. 

 

How many lambs would you have to sacrifice today?  Ill-willed communication – whether verbal 

or not.  That’s a lamb; and it can’t fully atone.  Your self-centered attitude – whether intentional 

or not.  That’s a lamb; and it can’t fully pardon.  Your stubbornness, selfishness, pride . . . shall I 

go on?  That’s a lamb.  I haven’t even gotten to our actions.  That’s a lamb, too.  Every act. 

 

All of those sacrifices were necessary; but they were never perfect.  Every single of them was a 

vivid reminder of what sinners do and what sin deserved.  And to that Old Testament culture, 

they were extremely aware the day would come where they, too, would die and face the God 

whom they offended.  And, to the sinner, that’s terrifying.  And to the one who has no idea, 

that’s terrifying.  No wonder we avoid it; no wonder we don’t print invites for it! 

 



And it’s all true!  And as God’s Law thunders against our own hearts; wow, is it fierce!  Then we 

connect it to the reality of our death and the reality of judgment!  So, so umcomfortable!   

 

Until we understand the sacrifice Christ made; until we’re reminded of the Gospel-glow so 

vibrant and radiant in our reading from Hebrews.  There we see his victory; the Lamb once slain 

– standing before the face of God, standing before the throne of grace!  There we see him; the 

Lamb without blemish or defect, who’s blood annulled sin’s consequence.  There we see his 

perfection and power; his sacrifice.  Once.  For all.  Present in the Most Holy Place to prove his 

sacrifice is sufficient, is perfect, is complete.  There we see his cross – where divine love and 

divine justice collide!  Stunning!  And all that simply proves him beautiful and just! 

 

I told you at the beginning of this sermon, that my real-life courtroom experience is limited.  But 

I heard someone say that, in court, it’s really smart to have a good lawyer; it’s even better to 

know the judge.  And, I suppose, if it’s even better to know the judge, it’s even greater when the 

judge knows you and the judge loves you; and he’s already declared you innocent. 

 

Friends, in the heart of God, the One who comes to judge the living and the dead, is the same 

One who took our place.  It’s Jesus, who bore our sins.  It’s the Christ, anointed to save.  It’s the 

King to Return, who declares us . . . innocent here and now, and before him and with him.  The 

Arbiter who, in the majesty of his cross, declares without hesitation, without question, without 

even a “let’s see how this shakes out:”  Innocent.  Period.  Free.  Period.  Not Guilty.  Period.  

For my sake.  Period!  In the finality of his sacrifice, he’s not just “a Savior;” he’s ours!  In the 

confidence of his grace, he’s not just “an advocate;” he assures you he’s ours!  And, in the blood 

of his sacrifice, even as he stands before the Father’s throne, he declares you right with him once, 

for all, for you! 

 

Christians, that’s still the joy of the gospel!  Without hesitation, Jesus bore the sins of the world.  

Yours – even yours! – are annulled before him.  And that’s the confidence in which we wait for 

him.  That’s the joy of the gospel in which we wait for him!  That’s the comfort we have to “face 

boldly our sin, death, judgment, and eternity” (Balge, 297), because, without hesitation, he 

declares us innocent. 

 

But we can’t just sit in that truth and wait.  What he did for the world; what he declares you, he 

declares the world.  And we’ve got a judgment message to share.  With that task in heart:  God 

help us in our mission! 

 

Alleluia and Amen! 


