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The Second Sunday of End Time 

~ Last Judgment ~ 
November 11, 2018 

   
In the name of Jesus, the Innocence who declares us innocent, welcome to Our 
Savior’s Lutheran!  Today, Jesus’ sure declaration gathers hearts and resounds 
our praise as we worship him for the peace he has fully and freely given us. 

 
Whether this is your first time with us or Our Savior’s is your 
church home, welcome to worship!  If you have questions or 
needs, feel free to ask us; we’ll do our best to help where we can.  

If we can serve your spiritual needs past today, please fill out our guest book in 
the foyer or speak with one of our pastors to let us know how.  Above all, know 
we consider having you here a blessing & we’d love to serve your spiritual needs! 
 
To adore the God of Order in a fitting and orderly way (I Corinthians 14:33, 40), our 
service path is printed in this booklet.  Today, we rejoice in the Savior’s voice 
that reminds us again to, “watch therefore, for you do not know on what day your 
Lord is coming” (Matthew 24:42), as we consider the service theme: 
 
 

Divinely Declared. 

 
 

Portions of today’s worship are reprinted with permission from Christian Worship: 

A Lutheran Hymnal & Christian Worship Supplement under OneLicense.net #A-727237 

 

 

  The Greeting and Invocation  

Jesus promises that where two or three come together in his name, there he is with his presence to bless and be with 

them (Mt. 18:20); that’s why we call on (“invoke”) his name and magnify the praise of the One, true God. 

 

Minister : In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

All : Amen! 
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Baptized into your name most holy, 

     O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

I claim a place, though weak and lowly, 

     Among your saints, your chosen host, 

Buried with Christ and dead to sin. 

     Your Spirit now shall live within. 
 

 

I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water 

and the Spirit 

 

Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit (John 3:5, 6). 

 

Surely we were sinful at birth, sinful from the time our mothers conceived us (Psalm 51:5). 

 

But we were washed, we were sanctified, we were justified in the name of the 

Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God (I Corinthians 6:11). 
 
 

My loving Father, there you took me 

     To be hence-forth your child and heir. 

My faithful Savior, there you let me 

     The fruit of all your sorrows share. 

O Holy Spirit, comfort me 

     When threat’ning clouds around I see. 
 

 

As baptized children of God, we confess our sins. 
 
 

  A Confession of our Sins  

God’s grace allows us to directly approach him for forgiveness.  This portion of our worship service reminds us of 

our sinful condition, realizes that we’ve fallen short of God’s demands, and focuses us on our need for a Savior. 

 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have  
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disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil  

and failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now 

and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 

Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

 

My faithful God, you fail me never; 

     Your promise surely will endure. 

Oh, cast me not away forever 

     If words and deeds become impure. 

Have mercy when I come defiled; 

     Forgive, lift up, restore your child. 

 

A moment of silence to recognize our own, individual sins and our deep need for forgiveness. 

 

  Our Lord’s Absolution  

For the sake of the Son, the Father has forgiven all our sins!  It’s the pastor’s joy to proclaim and assure you that 

you have been set free (“absolved” or “acquitted”) from all of your sins and from all of your guilt. 

 

Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her 

by the washing with water through the Word, and to present her to himself as a 

radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless 

(Ephesians 5:25-27).  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Amen! 
 

 

All that I am and love most dearly –  

     Receive it all, O Lord, from me. 

Let me confess my faith sincerely, 

     And help me your own child to be! 

Let nothing that I am or own 

     Serve any will but yours alone. 
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  Our Prayer in the Joy of Forgiveness  

This confident petition, known as the Prayer of the Day, rejoices in our good and gracious King and in all that 

he has so wondrously done as it pulls our hearts and minds to his throne of grace and asks for his blessing. 

 

Lord God, in the goodness of your Spirit and grace, rule and govern our hearts and 

minds that we may always look forward to the end of this present age and the day of 

your righteous judgment.  Until that day, keep us steadfast in true and living faith 

and present us at last holy and blameless before you.  Hear us, dear Father, for Jesus’ 

sake; he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Amen! 
 
 

  A Reading from Malachi 4:1-3 (this translation is the NIV84)  

As intense as the Day of the Lord is depicted, our hearts crave to see it!  But our eagerness is not connected to our 

own worthiness, but to the Savior’s righteousness, the Son’s radiant grace by which he has declared us innocent! 

  

   “Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. 

All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, and 

the day that is coming will set them on fire,” says the 

LORD Almighty. “Not a root or a branch will be left to 

them. 2 But for you who revere my name, the sun of 

righteousness will rise with healing in its wings. 

And you will go out and leap like released from the 

stall.  3 Then you will trample down the wicked; they 

will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day 

when I do these things,” says the LORD Almighty. 

 

This is God’s Word. 

 

 Sung Response: My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less (white-page hymnal, 382, vv. 1, 3, 4)  

In the message of God’s steadfast love, our hearts crave for the Day we see him.  And, until we do, we celebrate 

and share the rich promise that is ours in him: saved by his grace, our hope remains on the Solid Rock! 

This section 

beautifully 

balances Law 

and Gospel.   
 

What, here, 

identifies God’s:  
 

• seriousness? 

• steadfast love? 

P
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My hope is built on nothing less 

     Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 

I dare to make no other claim 

     But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 

     All other ground is sinking sand. 

 

 

 

His oath, his covenant and blood 

     Support me in the raging flood; 

When ev’ry earthly prop gives way, 

     He then is all my hope and stay. 

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 

     All other ground is sinking sand. 

 

 

 

When he shall come with trumpet sound, 

     Oh, may I then in him be found, 

Clothed in his righteousness alone, 

     Faultless to stand before his throne. 

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 

     All other ground is sinking sand. 

 

 

  A Reading from the Gospel of John 5:19-30 (this translation is the NIV84)  

These vivid words of our dear Savior immediately summon times we’ve done (practiced, ran after) wrong and clearly 

expose sin and terror.  But his grace declares us innocent!  In joy, then, we crave the Day we hear his Voice! 

 

  Jesus gave them this answer: “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by 

himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the 

Father does the Son also does. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all 
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he does. Yes, to your amazement he will show him 

even greater things than these.  21 For just as the 

Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the 

Son gives life to whom he is pleased  

to give it. 22 Moreover, the Father judges no one, but 

has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may  

honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who 

does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, 

who sent him. 

   24 “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word  

and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; 

he has crossed over from death to life. 25 I tell you the truth, a time is coming 

and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and 

those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted 

the Son to have life in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to judge 

because he is the Son of Man. 

   28 “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in 

their graves will hear his voice 29 and come out – those who have done good 

will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned. 30 By 

myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I 

seek not to please myself but him who sent me. 

 

This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 

     All other ground is sinking sand. 

 

 

  Statement of Faith : The 2nd Article of the Apostles’ Creed & an Explanation  

This statement of faith highlights and applies the man, mission, and ministry of Jesus to the hearts, lives, and 

eternities of those he came to save.  Happily, we acknowledge our Savior and rejoice to live in his kingdom. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  

Jesus always 

speaks to the 

sinner’s heart.  

Here, how do 

his words cause 

our hearts to: 

• despair in 

the self? 

• delight in  
the Savior? 
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Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day 

he rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at 

the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 

 

What does this mean? 

 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity,  

and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. 

 

He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won  

me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with 

gold or silver but with his holy, precious blood and with his innocent 

suffering and death. 

 

All this he did that I should be his own, and live under him in his kingdom,  

and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, 

just as he has risen from death and lives and rules eternally.   

 

This is most certainly true.  
 

 

  Sung Response : By Grace I’m Saved (white-page hymnal, 384, vv. 1-3, 5) 

With a gorgeous tone of confidence and a stunning text, this verse follows our Gospel lesson to rejoice in the Savior’s 

free grace by which we’ve been declared innocent in his sight and, in which, we rejoice to live with him and for him. 

 

 

By grace I’m saved, grace free and boundless; 

     My soul, believe and doubt it not. 

Why waver at this word of promise? 

     Has Scripture ever falsehood taught? 

So then this word must true remain: 

     By grace you, too, shall heav’n obtain. 
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By grace God’s Son, our only Savior, 

     Came down to earth to bear our sin. 

Was it because of your own merit 

     That Jesus died your soul to win? 

No, it was grace, and grace alone, 

     That brought him from his heaven’ly throne. 

 

 

By grace!  Oh, mark this word of promise 

     When you are by your sins oppressed, 

When Satan plagues your troubled conscience, 

     And when your heart is seeking rest. 

What reason cannot comprehend 

     God by his grace to you did send. 

 

 

By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying; 

     In Jesus’ promise I rejoice. 

For though I know my heart’s condition, 

     I also know my Savior’s voice. 

My heart is glad; all grief has flown 

     Since I am saved by grace alone. 

 

 

   A Sermon Founded on Hebrews 9:24-28 (this translation is the NIV84) 

So much finality.  So much declared.  . . . So maybe that’s why judgment always appears so heavy.  And that’s 

right.  But, to our hearts, the heavy judgment falls with such marvelous grace as we celebrate the verdict: innocent!  

   

   For Christ did not enter a manmade sanctuary that was only a copy of the true 

one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence. 25 Nor did 

he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters 

the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own. 26 Then Christ 

would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the world. But now he 
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has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the 

sacrifice of himself. 27 Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face 

judgment, 28 so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; 

and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those 

who are waiting for him. 

 

ONCE.   FOR ALL.   FOR YOU!  

  

  The Offering 

Concerning the offering, the Lord says “each one should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly 

or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (II Cor. 9:7); if you’re blessed to support the ministry of Our 

Savior’s with an offering – thank you!  As we carry on our Lord’s work, whether the gospel moves your heart to 

offer a prayer, a gift, or an encouragement, please do know we appreciate you for it! 

 

 

  Our Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 

This prayer summarizes the needs and thanksgivings we’ve considered so far, approaches Heaven’s Throne on 

behalf of those connected to our hearts and concludes with the prayer our Savior taught. 

 

Almighty God, we acknowledge with thanks that all we have and enjoy is a gift from 

your gracious hand.  We come before you today in heartfelt appreciation for our 

nation and its people. 

 

We thank you for enabling us to worship you in freedom and to serve you 

without fear. 

 

Look with favor upon our nation, and preserve our cherished liberties.  Enable our 

leaders to govern with wisdom, honesty, courage, and justice.  Protect those who 

serve in the armed forces and those who maintain peace and safety in our 

communities. 

 

Give us willingness to obey our nation’s laws and to work for the common 

good. 
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Keep our financial institutions secure and our economy strong.  Bless our fields that 

they may produce abundant harvests.  Guard us from calamities of nature and 

accident, and spare our land from the ravages of disease and epidemic. 

 

Teach us not to worry but to cast all our cares on you. 

 

Lord of all nations, we praise you for the blessings you have showered on our 

country.  Guide and guard your representatives in government as they care for the 

needs of all citizens.   

 

Give them wisdom to rule our society with honesty and justice, that we may 

have peace in our lives and opportunities to witness to your love. 

 

Strengthen the homes of our nation.  By your Spirit lead husbands and wives to 

love each other, parents to nurture their children, young adults to assume 

responsibility, and children to show respect. 

 

A moment to offer today’s prayer requests & a moment of silence to offer our own, private prayers. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

To you, O Lord, we bring our thanks, our praise and our requests. 

 

Hear our prayers for Jesus’ sake.  Amen! 

 

 

  Concluding Prayer and Benediction 

Where the LORD’s name is, there his blessing also is.  Again aware of his goodness, his gifts, and his grace to us, 

our service concludes with God’s promise to be with us, to bless us, to keep us, and to give us peace (Numbers 6). 
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The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look on you with favor (†) and give you peace. 

 

Amen! 

 

 

  Final Song : There Is a Higher Throne (blue hymnal, 727) 

The beautiful confidence of this transcendent hymn ponders the ways of the LORD concerning our salvation and 

celebrates them greatly!  Our salvation, certainty and delight are still found only in the gift of grace: Christ alone! 

 

This Week for Our Savior’s Lutheran: 
 

Sunday (11/11): Veteran’s Day (please thank a Veteran!) 

9:15a – Bible Class  
 

Wednesday (11/14): Pastor Stern in Longmont 

10:00a – Dealin’ Bible Class (topic: despair & depression)  

6:30p – Council meeting at Our Savior’s 
 

Thursday (11/15):  

1:00p- Senior Birthday Party (hostess: Nancy Fick) 
                             

Sunday (11/18): please remember to invite others! 

8:00a – Worship w/ Communion 

9:15a – Bible Class 
  

Notes for the Next Week: 
November winds down with a gracious flurry of activity – personally and congregationally! Friends, 

as days fill with the bounty of God’s grace, thank you for taking a moment or two, a silent prayer 

or two, to adore him for his goodness.  Just a few things to keep in mind as the month rounds out: 

 

• Our Thanksgiving Eve service (with Peace) is held here at 6:30p on 11/21 

• Our Kids’ Ministry Saturday will be held at 9a on 11/24 (talk to Lew for more info) 

• Our new service time (8:30a) starts on Sunday, December 2  


