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The First Sunday of End Time 

~ Reformation ~ 
November 4, 2018 

   
In the name of Jesus, our Fortress & Strength, welcome to Our Savior’s 
Lutheran!  Today, Jesus’ promise to be with us gathers our hearts and resounds 
our praise as we worship him for the peace he has fully and freely given us. 

 
Whether this is your first time with us or Our Savior’s is your 
church home, welcome to worship!  If you have questions or 
needs, feel free to ask us; we’ll do our best to help where we can.  

If we can serve your spiritual needs past today, please fill out our guest book in 
the foyer or speak with one of our pastors to let us know how.  Above all, know 
we consider having you here a blessing & we’d love to serve your spiritual needs! 
 
To adore the God of Order in a fitting & orderly way, our service path is printed 
in this booklet.  Today, we are strengthened by the Savior’s promise, “if you hold 
to my teaching, you are really my disciples; then you will know the truth and the 
truth will set you free” (John 8:31, 32), as we consider the service theme: 
 
 

His Word.  Our Rescue. 

 
 

Portions of today’s worship are reprinted with permission from Christian Worship: 

A Lutheran Hymnal & Christian Worship Supplement under OneLicense.net #A-727237 

 

  The Greeting and Invocation  

Jesus promises that where two or three come together in his name, there he is with his presence to bless and be with 

them (Mt. 18:20); that’s why we call on (“invoke”) his name and magnify the praise of the One, true God. 

 

Minister : The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

              of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

 

All :  And also with you! 
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In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Soloist:  A mighty fortress is our God . . .  

 
God is our refuge and strength,  

 

An ever present help in trouble. 

 
Soloist: A trusty shield and weapon . . . 

 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way 

 

And the mountains fall into the heart of the sea. 

 
Soloist: With might of ours can naught be done . . .  

 
Be still and know that I am God. 

 

The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress! 
 

 

  Opening Song: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (white-page hymnal 200) 

It’s a staple of any Lutheran Reformation celebration; but that staple isn’t so much a hymn as it is the gospel-

truth the hymn conveys: we’re saved by the grace of the God who is for us in every way!  He’s why we sing praise! 

 

 

A mighty fortress is our God,  

     A trusty shield and weapon; 

He helps us free from ev’ry need 

     That has us now o’er-taken. 

The old evil foe 

     Now means deadly woe; 

Deep guile and great might 

     Are his dread arms in fight; 

On earth is not his equal. 
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With might of ours can naught be done; 

     Soon were our loss effected. 

But for us fights the valiant one 

     Whom God himself elected. 

You ask, “who is this?” 

     Jesus Christ it is, 

The almighty Lord. 

     And there’s no other God; 

He holds the field forever! 

 

 

Though devils all the world should fill, 

     All eager to devour us, 

We tremble not, we fear no ill 

     They shall not over-pow’r us. 

This world’s prince may still 

     Scowl fierce as he wil, 

He can harm us none. 

     He’s judged; the deed is done! 

One little word can fell him. 
 

 

~ please stand if you are able ~ 

 

 

The Word they still shall let remain, 

     Nor any thanks have for it; 

He’s by our side upon the plain 

     With his good gifts and Spirit. 

And do what they will –  

     Hate, steal, hurt, or kill – 

Though all may be gone, 

     Our victory is won; 

The Kingdom’s ours forever. 
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  A Confession of our Sins  

God’s grace allows us to directly approach him for forgiveness.  This portion of our worship service reminds us of 

our sinful condition, realizes that we’ve fallen short of God’s demands, and focuses us on our need for a Savior. 

 

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 

hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
 

Lord of Life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  For faithless worrying 

and selfish pride; for sins of habit and sins of choice; for the evil I have done 

and the good I have failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence 

forever.  O Lord, I am sorry for my sins.  Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 

A moment of silence to recognize our own, individual sins and our deep need for forgiveness. 

 

  Our Lord’s Absolution  

For the sake of the Son, the Father has forgiven all our sins!  It’s the pastor’s joy to proclaim and assure you that 

you have been set free (“absolved” or “acquitted”) from all of your sins and from all of your guilt. 

 

The LORD Almighty is with us. 

 

The God of Jacob is our fortress! 

 

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Amen! 
 

 

  Our Prayer in the Joy of Forgiveness  

This confident petition, known as the Prayer of the Day, rejoices in our good and gracious King and in all that 

he has so wondrously done as it pulls our hearts and minds to his throne of grace and asks for his blessing. 
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Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful 

people.  Keep us steadfast in your Word.  Protect and comfort us in all temptations.  

Defend us against all our enemies; and bestow on your Church your saving peace.  

Hear us, Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord; he lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 

 

Amen! 

 

 

  A Reading from Daniel 3:16-28 (this translation is the NIV84)  

Regardless of its object, faith always takes a stand.  In a marvelous display of faith in the LORD, these 3 men, 

by faith, take a marvelous stance – fully confident in our God’s ability to save; and, in grace upon grace, he does! 

  

   Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “O 

Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves 

before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the 

blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us 

from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O King.  
18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, O 

King, that we will not serve your gods or worship 

the image of gold you have set up.” 

   19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward them  

changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual 20 and 

commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. 21 So these 

men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and 

thrown into the blazing furnace. 22 The king’s command was so urgent and the 

furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 23 and these three men, firmly tied, fell 

into the blazing furnace. 

   24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his 

advisers, “Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?” 

Their statement 

of faith in v. 17 

& 18 is striking. 
 

In it, identify a 

sure trust that: 

• knows God’s 

ability to save; 

• doesn’t put 

God to the test 

P
o

in
t 

to
 P

o
n

d
e
r:
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   They replied, “Certainly, O King.” 

   25 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and 

unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.” 

   26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and 

shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, 

come out! Come here!” 

   So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 27 and the satraps, 

prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the 

fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes 

were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them. 

   28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach 

and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They 

trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their 

lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God.  

 

This is God’s Word. 

 

 

  Sung Response: Amazing Grace – How Sweet the Sound (white-page hymnal, 379)  

It’s easy to step back from the Daniel 3 account and marvel at the powerful grace that saved Shadrach, Meshach 

and Abednego from the furnace.  But let’s forever step back and stand in awe of the grace that has saved us, too! 

 
 Amazing grace – how sweet the sound – 

     That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found, 

     Was blind but now I see. 

 
The Lord has promised good to me; 

     His Word my hope secures. 

He will my shield and portion be 

     As long as life endures. 

 



8 | P a g e  
 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares 

     I have already come; 

‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 

     And grace will lead me home. 
 

 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

     Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

     Than when we’d first begun. 
 

 

 

  A Reading from the Gospel of Mark 13:5-11 (this translation is the NIV84)  

So often, this section portrays a bleak and dismal picture of the end.  And, because of sin and it’s consequences, 

these days are dark.  But the Voice of the Gospel speaks to focus hearts upon himself and the new life he brings. 

 

   Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives 

you. 6 Many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ 

and will deceive many. 7 When you hear of wars and 

rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must 

happen, but the end is still to come. 8 Nation will rise 

against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There 

will be earthquakes in various places, and famines. 

These are the beginning of birth pains. 

   9 “You must be on your guard. You will be handed 

over to the local councils and flogged in the synagogues.  

On account of me you will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them. 
10 And the gospel must first be preached to all nations. 11 Whenever you are 

arrested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what to say. Just say 

whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit. 

 

This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

The Bible notes 

three anointed 

offices of Jesus: 

Prophet, Priest, 

& King.  
 

Which of those 

is evident here 

& how is that 

for our comfort?  

P
o

in
t 

to
 P

o
n

d
e
r:
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  Statement of Faith: The Nicene Creed 

This statement of faith (“creed”) is polemic, meaning it was written to defend against false doctrine that attacked 

Jesus as True God and True Man.  As we confess our faith, let’s note the “God for us in all things” emphasis. 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

   begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.   

Through him all things were made.   

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 

the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.   

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Plate.   

He suffered death and was buried.   

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.   

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds  

from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.   

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   

We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.     

   Amen. 
 

 

 

  Sung Response : God, We Praise You (white-page hymnal melody, 484) 

With a gorgeous tone of confidence and a stunning text, this verse follows our Gospel lesson to rejoice in the 

Prophet’s words by which our hearts are comforted, our souls are stilled, and our faith is focused to praise him! 
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God, we praise you!  God, we bless you! 

     God, we name you sov’reign Lord! 

Mighty King whom angels worship, 

     Father, by your Church adored: 

All creation shows your glory; 

     Heav’n and earth draw near your throne, 

Singing, “Holy, holy, holy, 

     Lord of hosts and God alone!” 

 

 

True apostles, faithful prophets, 

     Saints who set their world ablaze, 

Martyrs, once unknown, unheeded, 

     Join one growing song of praise, 

While your Church on earth confesses 

     One majestic Trinity: 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

     God, our hope eternally. 

 

 

Jesus Christ, the King of glory, 

     Everlasting Son of God, 

Humble was your virgin Mother, 

     Hard the lonely path you trod: 

By your cross is sin defeated, 

     Hell confronted face to face, 

Heaven opened to believers, 

     Sinners justified by grace! 

 

 

Christ, at God’s right hand victorious, 

     You will judge the world you made; 

Lord, in mercy help your servants 
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     For whose freedom you have paid: 

Raise us up from dust to glory; 

     Guard us from all sin today. 

King enthroned above all praises, 

     Save your people, God, we pray. 
 

 

   A Sermon Founded on Psalm 46 (this translation is the NIV84) 

Mighty.  Immoveable.  Victorious.  For us.  Each of those attributes is a rejoiced characteristic of the LORD, of 

our LORD!  In love undeserved and grace-defined, he’s the Mighty Fortress who bids our hearts “be still!” 

   

   God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 

   2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall 

into the heart of the sea, 3 though its waters roar and foam and the mountains 

quake with their surging. 

   4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place 

where the Most High dwells.  5 God is within her, she will not fall; God will help 

her at break of day.  6 Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, the 

earth melts. 

   7 The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

   8 Come and see the works of the LORD, the desolations he has brought on the 

earth.  9 He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth.  He breaks the bow and 

shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire. 

   10  “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will 

be exalted in the earth.” 

   11 The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 

A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD! 
 

  The Offering 

Concerning the offering, the Lord says “each one should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly 

or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (II Cor. 9:7); if you’re blessed to support the ministry of Our 

Savior’s with an offering – thank you!  As we carry on our Lord’s work, whether the gospel moves your heart to 

offer a prayer, a gift, or an encouragement, please do know we appreciate you for it! 
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   A note to worshippers about the practice of “Member Communion” : 

   As we prepare to celebrate our Lord’s Supper, we respectfully ask 
that guests to Our Savior’s would please speak with one of our 
pastors before coming to Communion.  This practice is not an 
attempt to judge the heart of anyone, but it does stem from the 
Bible’s stress on the importance of a clear understanding of what this 
Supper is (I Cor. 11), as well as the importance of a clear, outward 
confession of unity (I Cor. 10, et al.).  Please understand this is done 
in loving respect for our Lord and for all people; and, please do feel 
free to speak with our pastors if you have any questions about it.   
   In the meanwhile, thank you for understanding and respecting the 

importance of our Lord’s commands;  and, though we might not yet gather together at 
the Lord’s Table, be assured your sins are forgiven in the Gospel message! 

 
 

 

  The Sacrament and Lord’s Prayer 

This portion of the Divine Service celebrates the grace and mercy of God that is ours in Jesus, ponders the peace 

that we have in him and that we receive in this Supper, and prepares hearts to receive him with thanks. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

 

And also with you. 

 

Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth.  We praise and thank you for sending 

your Son, Jesus Christ and we remember the great acts of love through which he 

has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

 

By his incarnation, he became one with us. 

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 

By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 

 

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with 

repentant and joyful hearts.  Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and 
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preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in 

glory everlasting. 

 

Amen! 

 
A moment to offer today’s prayer requests & a moment of silence to offer our own, private prayers. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

  The Consecration, Distribution, and Reception of the Lord’s Supper  

The pastor speaks the Words of Institution, not as a magical formula, but “as a prayer that the Lord may do 

what he’s promised . . . as a confession that the body and blood of Christ are present in the Sacrament, and 

as an invitation to the communicants to make Jesus’ promise their own through faith” (God So Loved the World, 505). 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

Amen! 

 

No hymn will be sung during the distribution of the Lord’s Supper.  Instead, worshippers may find it  

wise to self-examine their own hearts using the Personal Preparation for Holy Communion outline  

found on page 156 in the front part of the red hymnals and/or the Spirit Inspired of Psalm 111. 
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  Concluding Prayer and Benediction 

Where the LORD’s name is, there his blessing also is.  Again aware of his goodness, his gifts, and his grace to us, 

our service concludes with God’s promise to be with us, to bless us, to keep us, and to give us peace (Numbers 6). 

 

O living Bread from heaven, how richly you have fed your guests!  The gifts you 

now have given have filled our hearts with joy and rest.  Lord, grant us that thus 

strengthened with heavenly food, while here, our course on earth is lengthened, we 

serve with holy fear.  And when you call our spirits to leave this world below, we 

enter through your merit where joys unmingled flow. 

 

Amen! 

 

Sisters and brothers, go in peace; live in harmony with one another; serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

 

The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look on you with favor (†) and give you peace. 

 

Amen! 

 

 

  Sung Statement of Faith : In Christ Alone (blue hymnal, 752) 

The beautiful confidence of this transcendent hymn ponders the ways of the LORD concerning our salvation and 

celebrates them greatly!  Our salvation, certainty and delight are still found only in the gift of grace: Christ alone! 

 

 

In Christ alone my hope is found 

     He is my light, my strength, my song; 

This cornerstone, this solid ground, 

     Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 

What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
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     When fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 

My Comforter, my all in all, 

     Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

 

 

In Christ alone – who took on flesh, 

     Fullness of God in helpless babe. 

This gift of love and righteousness, 

     Scorned by the ones he came to save. 

Till on that cross, as Jesus died, 

     The wrath of God was satisfied; 

For ev’ry sin on him was laid. 

     Here in the death of Christ I live. 

 

 

There in the ground his body lay, 

     Light of the world by darkness slain; 

Then bursting forth in glorious day 

     Up from the grave he rose again! 

And as he stands in victory, 

     Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me. 

For I am his and he is mine –  

     Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

 

 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, 

     This is the pow’r of Christ in me; 

From life’s first cry to final breath, 

     Jesus commands my destiny. 

No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man 

     Can ever pluck me from his hand; 

Till he returns or calls me home, 

     Here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand. 
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This Week for Our Savior’s Lutheran: 
 

Sunday (11/4): 

9:15a – Luther Movie Bible Class  

3:00p – Area Reformation Service  

               (at Bethlehem - 2100 North Wadsworth Blvd, Lakewood) 

 

Tuesday (11/6): Election Day 

 

Wednesday (11/7): Pastor Stern in Longmont 

10:00a – Dealin’ Bible Class (Topic: Bad Health) 

 

Friday (11/9):  

10:00a – Coffee Klatch at Goodfellas 

 

Saturday (11/10) 

9:30a – Children’s Ministry Saturday 
                             

Sunday (11/11): please remember to invite others! 

8:00a – Worship (musician: Lindsay) 

9:15a – Bible Class 

  

Notes for the Next Week: 
As always, everyone is busy – and God’s people connected to the ministry of Our Savior’s here in 

Longmont are no exception.  Thankfully, we also get to use our “busy-ness” to the glory of our 

Savior as we hear his Word, celebrate his grace, share his goodness with one another.  And, as 

November rolls on, we have plenty of opportunities to do just that!  Such as: 

• the Our Savior’s Council meeting (at 6:30p on the 14th) 

• the Senior Birthday Party at Nancy Fick’s house (at 1p on the 15th) 

• the joint-Thanksgiving-Eve service here at Our Savior’s (at 6:30p on the 21st) 

• the Children’s Ministry Saturday here at Our Savior’s (at 9:30a on the 24th) 

 

Next Week’s Service Theme: 
Divinely Declared 

 

 

Next Week’s Scripture Readings (italicized is the likely sermon lesson): 
Malachi 4:1, 2a    †    Hebrews 9:24-28    †    John 5:19-24    †    Psalm 90 


